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Give to him

who asks you,

and from him who
wants to borrow from
you do not turn away.

Matthew 5:42, NKJV

We offer 4 free Bible correspondence course series by mail:

8 lesson series by Hurt
6 lesson series “Acts Of The Apostles” by Pharr
30 lesson series “Studies In The Bible”
20 lesson series “Getting To Know Jesus” by Pharr

Let everyone know!




Generic and Specific

Almost every day we specify something we want. One example is placing an order in a restaurant.
We understand that if we specify what we would like, all other items on the menu are ruled out. No
one goes through the menu telling the waiter/waitress every item they do not want. If anything other
than our order is brought to our table, we assume waiter must have the wrong table, because it is not
what we specified. On the other hand, sometimes we are generic with our requests. In the example of
the restaurant, someone may ask for steak sauce without specifying the brand. Whether A1, Heinz, or
some other brand is brought to the table, the request is fulfilled. If the brand is not specified, then any
steak sauce will suffice.

This simple concept of generic and specific requests must be grasped when it comes to God’s word.
When God specifies the way in which something is to be done, that eliminates all other ways I may
think of doing it; however, if God is generic in His request, then I am at liberty to fulfill that request in
any way that falls under that genus He has given.

We have many examples of specific requests in the Bible. In Genesis 6:14, God commanded Noah,
“Make thee an ark of gopher wood.” “Gopher” was the type of wood specified; thus, pine, maple, oak,
or any other kind of wood was ruled out. When God gave the command to Israel to keep the Passover,
He specified, “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year...” (Exodus 12:5). This
eliminated any other animal such as a cow or a pig. It also eliminated any female lamb. Lambs of the
second, third, fourth or any other year than the first year would be eliminated as well. From Matthew
26, 1 Corinthian 10:16-17, and 1 Corinthians 11:23-29, we learn unleavened bread and fruit of the vine
are the specified food and drink we are to partake of in observing the Lord’s supper; thus, other kinds
of food are eliminated. The inspired writer of Hebrews makes this argument concerning Jesus being
ineligible to be a priest under the Old Covenant. Hebrews 7:14 says, “For it is evident that our Lord
sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.” Since God specified
from which tribe priests were to come—Levi (Numbers 3:10)—all other tribes were excluded; thus,
Judah was excluded.

God also gives some generic commands. Consider Mark 16:15, “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.” There are certain things that are specified in this verse. For exam-
ple, the Gospel is what we are to preach when we go into all the world. This rules out preaching some
other message than the Gospel. But the command “go” is generic in the sense that how one is to go is
not specified. Therefore, it is perfectly acceptable for one to go by boat, plane, car, radio, television,
internet or any other means that will bring the Gospel to the world.

When people try to take what God has specified and substitute their own choice, God is displeased.
Nadab and Abihu offered fire that was different than that which God had specified and, therefore, were
punished by the Lord (Leviticus 10:1-2). Death was the consequence of doing their own thing rather
than what God authorized; this is obviously a big deal to God! When God has given liberty in an area
and people bind their own specific preference on others and deem the alternatives to be sinful God is
equally displeased. The Spirit speaks contemptuously of those “forbidding to marry, and commanding
to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe
and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with
thanksgiving” (1 Timothy 4:3-4).

We must recognize the generic and specific commands God has given in His word and treat them
properly. If we do so, God will be pleased.

- Mark Day




Today’s Lessons
AM: The Abundant Life
PM: The Last Mile of the Way

Scripture Reading
Matthew 5:41-42
41 And whoever compels you to go one

mile, go with him two.

42 Give to him who asks you, and from him
who wants to borrow from you do not turn
away.

Mark your calendar!
Vacation Bible School is on
Saturday, August 2nd.
Make plans to be there!

Mark your calendar!

We will be having a two day Evangelism
Training on August 23rd and 24th.
This is for the entire congregation. Please
mark your calendars now and make plans
to attend. More details to follow.

Attendance & Contribution Goals
2/9/25 Goal 2/11/24

Bible Study 91 90 68

AM Worship 132 130 103

PM Worship 80 90 67

Mid Week 68 90 62
Contribution  $6,016.13 $7,141.10

SERMON NOTES

KEY SCRIPTURES 2

XXXXXX

Today's Prayer

PRAY MOREQM

"




Today’s Servants

WELCOME
AM/PM: Chris Scott

SONG LEADER
AM: Brad Morris
PM: Jackson Motrris

FIRST PRAYER
AM: Greg Hall
PM: John Gambill

LORD’S TABLE*
AM Presiding: Mark Parks
Assisting: Chris Legg, Greg Conley,
George Wallace, Terry
Fouts, Cody Ward, Mark
Gullett, Ernie Perry
PM Presiding: Brad Morris
Assisting: Mason Morris
*gluten-free bread

CLOSING PRAYER
AM: Nathan Parks
PM: Matt Vonderheide

SCRIPTURE READING
PM: Noah Day

Wednesday Servants

WELCOME': Mark Parks
SONG LEADER: Brad Morris
PRAYER: Nathan Parks
DEVOTIONAL: Jordan Conley

Weekly Servants

LIVE STREAM: Jesse Legg
POWER POINT: Nathan Parks
BLDG. ATT.: Nathan Parks
COORDINATOR: JC Hughes
ATTENDANCE: John Gambill

Welcome, Visitor!

We are so pleased to have you as our guest
today. If you are a first-time visitor with us,
please, fill out a ‘visitor card’ that you will
find on the back of the pew. You may put it
in the collection plate or give it to one of the
men at the auditorium doors as you exit.

We have tract racks on the wall in the foyer
with free tracts and literature. We also have
Bible correspondence courses you can sign
up to receive by mail at no cost to you. Let
us know if you would like to set up an in-
home Bible study. Thank you for attending.

We hope to see you often!

Dates to Remember
Feb. 16 - Soup Night
Feb. 21-23 - Challenge Youth Conference

Feb. 28 - 11:30am Ladies’ Lunch at El
Colonial

Youth Notes

Sundays at 5:45pm - Pew Packers in front
of the auditorium geared to age 12 and under
but everyone is welcome.

Feb. 21-23 - Challenge Youth Conference
Aug. 2-Vacation Bible School 10am-2pm
Something to ponder...
“If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”
[Jas. 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-9]




