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ROMANS 8-31

We offer FREE: 4 Bible correspondence course series by mail:

an 8 lesson series by Hurt, a 6 lesson series “Acts Of The Apostles”
by Pharr, the “Studies In The Bible™ 30 lesson series, and the

20 lesson series “Getting To Know Jesus” by Pharr. Let everyone know!



What Jesus Thinks of Marriage and Gender

The New Testament shows that Jesus took the Scriptures very seriously. When tempted
by the devil to turn stones into bread, Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3, saying. “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of
God’” (Matthew 4:4). In His great Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to
destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to
you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till
all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches
men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:17-19). Jesus would not compromise
even one stroke of a letter of the law of Moses.

With this background, consider what Jesus said in response to the question of divorce in
Matthew 19 and Mark 10. Jesus acknowledged that Moses wrote the precept of Deuteronomy
24:1-4 because of the hardness of the people’s hearts (Matthew 19:8; Mark 10:3-5); however, He
then went back to the beginning to show God’s intention for marriage. In contrast to what
different teachers were saying in His day, Jesus said, “But from the beginning of the creation,
God ‘made them male and female’” (Mark 10:6). Jesus referred to the statements made in
Genesis 1:27 and Genesis 5:2. which say God made Mankind in His image. male and female.
Jesus followed this up with a quotation from Genesis 2:24: “ ‘For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’; so then they
are no longer two, but one flesh” (Mark 10:7, 8). The underlying Hebrew translated to be joined
to. or “cleave.” is covenantal language. Notice the word “cleave” in the KJV in Deuteronomy 4:4;
10:20; and 30:20. Thus, marriage is a covenant into which a man and woman enter requiring
fidelity (Malachi 2:13-15). “One flesh” also refers to sexual intercourse (1 Corinthians 6:16).

Jesus interpreted these passages of the Torah as not merely descriptive of what happened
at creation, but as a divine order for all time. While gender seems to be a confusing subject in
today’s world, the Bible from the very beginning equates gender to biological sex. Jesus
recognized this. The statement in Genesis 1:27 of both male and female being made in the image
of God is followed by God blessing them, the male and female, and giving them the command to,
“Be fruitful and multiply” (Genesis 1:28). Male and female are defined according to their
complementary anatomical features that make reproduction possible. How else could
reproduction occur in the ancient world?

In regard to marriage. did Jesus understand the decree that a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife in one flesh as the general rule to be followed by all
generations? Yes. Exceptions exist, such as the choice to remain single (1 Corinthians 7:8).
However, Jesus is referring to the ordinary practice that a biological male, the offspring of his
father and mother. finds a biological female. enters into a covenant with her. and becomes “one
flesh” so reproduction may occur. If Genesis 2:24 is a decree for future generations, as Jesus
interpreted it, then it is His original formula for how the reproduction of Genesis 1:28 should
occur.

God could have created only one gender that was able to reproduce itself. He could have
created three genders, or any number for that matter. However, God created them male and
female. Jesus recognized two genders based on the two biological sexes: male and female.

Jesus emphasized the permanence of the marriage covenant that a male and female enter
into by saying. “Therefore what God has joined together. let not man separate” (Mark 10:9). The
decrees of humans may say a lot of things, but God’s word sfill stands. Jesus would not
compromise the word of God. and neither should we. -Mark Day



‘News & Notes|

Seripture Reading:
Braydon Snell
Romans 8:31-39

31- What then shall we say to these things? If
God is for us, who can be against us?

32- He who did not spare His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not with Him also freely give us all
things?

33- Who shall bring a charge against God's
elect? It is God who justifies.

34- Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who
died, and furthermore is also risen, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also
makes intercession for us.

35- Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?

36- As it is written: "FOR YOUR SAKE WE
ARE KILLED ALL DAY LONG; WE
ARE ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP FOR
THE SLAUGHTER."

37- Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us.

38- For I am persuaded that neither death nor
life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things to
come,

39- nor height nor depth, nor any other created
thing, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
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Attendanece & Contribution Goals

1127222 Geal  11/28/21
Bible Study 68 90 82
AM Worship 127 130 118
PM Worship 64 90 80
Mid Week 53 90 78
Contribution: $8859.25 $6000.00 $5792.00

N OIS OIS OIS OND S OGND S OGND S OGND D)
Dates to Remember:
Dec 18- Elders/Deacons/Preacher meet-
4:30p —annex large classroom
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w0 Today’s Servants cs

WELCOME:
AM/PM: Mark Parks
SONG LEADER:
AM: Jeremiah Smith
PM: Brad Mortis
FIRST PRAYER:
BM: Greg Conley
PM: Jordan Conley

LORD’S TABLE*:

Presiding AM: Greg Hall
ABssisting: Nathan Adkins,
Jesse Legg, Gabe Scott,
Blake Hem, Ernie Perry,
Nathan Parks, Terry Fouts

Presiding PM: Nathan Parks
Bssisting: George Wallace
*gluten-free bread
SCRIPTURE READING:
PM: Braydon Snell

CLOSING PRAYER:
AM: John Gambill
PM: Jacob Brown

Wednesday Servantscs
WELCOME: Mark Parks
SONG LEADER: Brad Mortis
PRAYER: Jeremiah Smith
DEVOTION: Mark Day

* Weekly Servants g
LIVE STREAM: I uke Wallace
POWER POINT: Braydon Snell
BLDG. ATT.: Greg Hall
COORDINATOR: Matt Vonderheide
ATTENDANCE: John Gambill
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Welcome, Visitor!

We are so pleased to have you as
our guest today.

If you are a first-time visitor with us,
please, fill out a “visitor card’ that you will
find on the back of the pew. You may put
it in the collection box or give it to one of
the men at the auditorium doors as you
exit.

We have tract racks on the wall in the
foyer with free tracts and literature. We
also have Bible correspondence courses
you can sign up to receive by mail at no
cost to you. Let our preacher know if you
would like to set up an in-home Bible
study. Thank you for attending.

We hope to see you often.




