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WVSOP student We offer FREE: 4 Bible correspondence course series by mail:

an 8 lesson series by Hurt, a 6 lesson series “Acts Of The Apostles
SEARCHTYV by Pharr, the “Studies In The Bible” 30 lesson series, and the
Sundays 7:30 am (on Fox) 20 lesson series “Getting To Know Jesus” by Pharr. Let everyone know!
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Longing To Worship God

With the changes that have recently taken place in our lives, one that has stood above the
rest is not seeing my brothers and sisters in Christ on a weekly basis. The truth is most of us
have not appreciated the blessing of communing with our Lord regularly until now. What I
miss most is what the Church has been doing since it was established (Acts 2:41-42). How
we long to return to God and one another! Part of God’s plan for the Church was for us to
encourage one another when we meet (1 Thess. 5:11-13). Though we are not meeting
physically currently, we can still encourage one another in different ways. Take heart that we
are not the first to be in this position. In fact, God’s people spent a majority of their time
longing to return as well.

While in Egypt, Israel longed for God like we could never understand. They were in
bondage; unable to enjoy the freedoms we are blessed with (Ex. 2:23-25). They certainly
were not allowed to worship God as He desired while in Egypt. Moses was sent to Pharaoh
so that the Israelites could go into the desert and sacrifice to the Lord (Ex. 5:3). They were
not allowed to worship God, but instead were given more work by Pharaoh (Ex. 5:8b-9).
Later on, Pharaoh desired to compromise with Moses. Pharaoh would allow them to worship
in Egypt, but would not allow them to go into the wilderness. This compromise was not
acceptable to God and therefore was turned down; Israel was still unable to worship
(Ex. 8:25-27). We long to open these doors once again, but could you imagine the longing
these Israelites must have had for God? How blessed we are!

The Psalms are full of writers who were longing for God (Ps. 42:1-2; 63:1; 73:25;
119:20; 119:81; 143:6-7). It is fair to say this is a continuous theme throughout. One Psalmist
in particular highlighted his unrelenting desire to return to worship God with his people
(Ps. 122). David sought to worship God (vs. 1-3) and to be with his people in
Jerusalem (vs. 4-9). In the Old Covenant, the Jews were commanded to meet together only
three times a year for festivals (Ex. 34:23; Deut. 16:16). The synagogues were not established
till Tsrael was taken into captivity, meaning there were no weekly assemblies during the time
of David. The three times a year that David went to the house of the Lord were special to
him! Now that we are unable to worship God on a weekly basis, when things return to
normal, will they be special to us?

During Israel’s time in the promise land, they did not long for God as they ought to.
They instead worshiped idols and false gods (Judg. 2:11-14; 2 Kgs. 17:10-23). All the way up
to their exile and Jerusalem’s destruction, Israel forsook God (Jer. 44:1-22). Yet, when God
allowed the Israelites to return from exile, they longed to serve Him (Ezra 6:19-22;
7:10; 8:21-23; 10:1-ff). When Nehemiah brought another wave of exiles back to Jerusalem,
they showed a new dedication to keeping God’s Law that their forefathers never did
(Neh. 8:1-12). They longed to keep God’s word, how about you?

These are certainly unprecedented times we are currently in, but take heart that we are
not the first to long for normalcy to return. The Israelites in Egypt, David, and the exiled
Jews longed for God. They were unable to meet for a time but when the opportunity arose,
they appreciated the time they had with God and each other even more. Will you have a new
appreciation for God and His people when the Church gathers again? It is my prayer that this
short time away from one another will magnify the importance of the Church coming
together when we are able (Heb. 10:24-25). —Brandon Foresha



News & Notes

Lessons This Week
Schedule for ‘on-line’ events:
m  Sunday: 9:45- Bible Study
with Brandon Foresha
10:45 - The Devil’s Lie
6:00 - Taking Away the Veil
Wednesday: 7:00— Mark Day-
Bible study

Dates to Remember
May— Potter Children’s Home Donation
pickup
Jul 27-31- our VBS- 6:30p-8:30p— M-F
Sep 13-16- our Gospel Meeting with Roger
Rush
‘Speaking for the Master® Class
This class will begin when Bible classes resume,
during Sunday morning Bible class in the large
annex classroom for men & boys to learn to lead in
public worship.

Lawn Maintenance

Team of the Week
The lawn team assigned to
complete their task by April 25th is
Steve Wallace, Chris Scott, Will
Scott, Gabe Scott, Linda Carter,
Ernie Perry and Braydon Snell

Gauging Our Faith

04/1220 Goal 04/14/19
Bible Study ns 110 102
AM Worship ns 160 155
PM Worship ns 110 nc
Mid Week ns 110 130
Contribution: $3142.00 $6000.00 $6637.25

Pre-packaged Communion

We have prepackaged communion juice & bread
available. Just call before you come and you may
come into the lobby and pick it up. There is a
locked wooden box in the foyer to drop your
contribution money, as well. After 2pm, Linda
Carter can be called and a time arranged for you
to come into the building.

VBS Planning- Stari Now
2020 VBS will be here before we know it! Even

though we can't get together, we can still begin
planning now in hopes of everything returning to
normal by the time July 27-31 is here. Jeremiah
Smith posted the sign-up sheet for volunteers file
on Facebook. If you can volunteer, please
comment either on Facebook or by text to
Jeremiah on what you'd like to do. If you are
doing a learning center and know your topic,
please post or text that as well.

The learning centers, teen, and adult Bible classes
will be doing lessons from Acts this year. The 2-3
and 4-5 year old classes will be using the Lambert
Book House VBS material on lessons from Bible
kings. The sample kit is in the office. There are 4
lessons, so the Friday lesson will have to be a
review night made by the teachers.

Hove you contacted
o shut-in lotely?
Please, check on

someone today.




Today’s Servants 3
WELCOME:
BM/PM: n0 service

SONG LEADER:
BM: no service
PM: no service

FIRST PRAYER:
BM: no service
PM: no service
LORD’S TABLE+*:

Presiding AM: »o service
Hssisting: no service

*sluten-free bread

Presiding PM: »o service
Hssisting: no service

Assisting Back: no service
Assisting Back: no service

PM Scripture Reader: no service

CLOSING PRAYER:
BM: no service
PM: no service

Wednesday Servants s

WELCOME: o service
SONG LEADER: o service
PRAYER: no service
DEVOTIONAL: no service

> Weekly Servants 3

POWER POINT: no service
BLDG. ATTENDANT: 720 service
COORDINATOR: no service

s+ Youth Noteg s

VBS is July 27th-31st.

The learning centers
and teen Bible classes
will be about
Lessons From Acts.
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The preschool classes
will learn about
Bible Kings.

Plan ahead to invite your friends!
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What a quote: “"The
virus doesn’t move,
people move it. We
stop moving, the virus
stops moving, the

virus dies. It's that
simple.”

#StayHome

It could save lives




